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Introduction to 
Physical Therapy for 
Physical Therapist 
Assistants
Second Edition

Olga Dreeben, PhD, MPT, PT 

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-8130-9
Paperback • 400 Pages • © 2011
Available September 2010

 Instructor Resources:
    PowerPoint Slides, Test Bank

The new edition of this best-selling resource will 
introduce Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) 
students to the history and development of 
the profession, including the evolution of the 

American Physical Therapy Association (APTA), and the key concepts of the APTA’s Guide to Physical Therapist 
Practice for better understanding of clinical guidelines. This new edition also provides information regarding 
professionalism, the relationship between the Physical Therapist (PT) and PTA, interpersonal communication, 
PTA’s behavior and conduct, teaching and learning, evidence-based practice, documentation, medical records, 
patient safety, assistive devices, new information regarding clinical trends in physical therapy, and much more. 
This text can be used throughout the duration of the PTA program.

NEW EDITION!

Table of Contents
Part I: The Profession of Physical Therapy
  Chapter 1: Development of the Physical Therapy 

Profession
  Chapter 2: The PTA as a Member of the Health 

Care Team
  Chapter 3: Physical Therapy Clinical Practice
Part II: Major Physical Therapy Practice 

Specialties
  Chapter 4: Musculoskeletal (Orthopedic) Physical 

Therapy
  Chapter 5: Neurologic and Cardiopulmonary 

Physical Therapy
  Chapter 6: Pediatric, Geriatric, and Integumentary 

Physical Therapy
Part III: Ethical And Legal Issues
  Chapter 7: Ethics and Professionalism

  Chapter 8: Laws and Regulations
Part IV: Communication
  Chapter 9: Communication Basics
  Chapter 10: Introduction to Documentation and 

the Medical Record
  Chapter 11: Teaching, Learning, and Medical 

Terminology
  Chapter 12: Reimbursement and Research
Part V: Patient Care Essentials For The PTA
  Chapter 13: Infection Control, Patient Preparation, 

Vital Signs, and Patient Safety in Clinical Settings
  Chapter 14: Patient Positioning, Body Mechanics, 

and Transfer Techniques
  Chapter 15: Wheelchairs, Assistive Devices, and 

Gait Training

Key Features
• Written specifi cally for PTA curriculum.
• Describes the unique role and responsibilities of 

the PTA and the relationship between the PT 
and PTA in clinical practice.

• Reviews and explains ethical and legal 
responsibilities of the PT and PTA.

• Illustrates topics of behavior and conduct, 
cultural differences, communication, disabilities, 
and trends in physical therapy practice.

• Depicts physical therapy safety practices 
especially related to community integration and 
environmental concerns (OSHA guidelines, 
equipment disinfection).
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Clinical Decision 
Making for the 
Physical Therapist 
Assistant

Steven B. Skinner, PT, MS, EdD
Christina McVey, PT, MA  

ISBN: 978-0-7637-7125-6
Paperback • 208 Pages • © 2011

 Instructor Resources:
     Instructor’s Manual, Image Bank

Clinical Decision Making for the Physical Therapist 
Assistant is a practical guide to developing the clinical 
judgment essential to effective patient care. Co-authored 
by two experienced physical therapy educators, this 
informative reference addresses a skill that is crucial to the 
success of Physical Therapist Assistants (PTAs). Designed 
to integrate decision making into PTA education, it 

covers the types of decisions that must be made in physical therapy treatment and offers sound guidance on 
how to make them. Critical thinking questions and treatment activities are included with each chapter to enable 
students to apply what they’ve learned to real-life situations. This text is a valuable resource for intermediate and 
post-intermediate physical therapist assistant courses.

NEW!

Table of Contents
Chapter 1: Introduction to Decision Making
Chapter 2: Clinical Decision Making in 

Communications
Chapter 3: Clinical Decision Making in Ethical 

Provision of Physical Therapy Services
Chapter 4: Clinical Decision Making in Gait 

Training
Chapter 5: Clinical Decision Making in 

Administering Thermal Modalities
Chapter 6: Clinical Decision Making in 

Administering Electrical Stimulation
Chapter 7: Clinical Decision Making in Managing 

Neurological (CNS) Conditions
Chapter 8: Clinical Decision Making in 

Administering Therapeutic Exercise
Chapter 9: Clinical Decision Making in the 

Provision of Pediatric Physical Therapy Services
Chapter 10:  Clinical Decision Making in the 

Provision of Geriatric Physical Therapy Services
Chapter 11: Clinical Decision Making in Prosthetic 

and Orthotic Training
Chapter 12: Clinical Decision Making in 

Managing Patients with Complex Acute Medical 
Conditions

Chapter 13: Clinical Decision Making in Clinical 
Management 

Designed Speci� cally for PTAs
• Provides clear guidance on making

everyday clinical decisions.
• Covers decision making in the context of

major areas of physical therapy.
• Integrates decision making into

technical education.
• Provides examples of decisions encountered

in patient care.
• Includes end of chapter excercises.
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Physical Therapy Clinical 
Handbook for PTAs

Olga Dreeben, PhD, MPT, PT 

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-4667-4
Paperback • 634 Pages • © 2008

The diversity and the magnitude of information in 
regard to treatments and re-assessments is extremely 
challenging even for the most experienced physical 
therapist assistant. This concise clinical handbook 
will help guide practicing physical therapist 
assistants and students in applying appropriate 
treatments and re-assessments in a safe manner 
in various physical therapy clinical settings. This 
pocket-sized guide will serve as a convenient 
reference on safe and appropriate treatments and re-
assessments applied by the PTA in musculoskeletal, 
neurologic, geriatric, pediatric, cardiopulmonary, 
and integumentary physical therapy settings.

“This book provides a comprehensive review of 
the PTA practice. It provides ‘real-life’ pictures for 
objective tests and measures that are very useful for 
new graduates.”

—Jill Budde, DPT,
Indian Hills Community College

Pocket Notes for the Physical 
Therapist Assistant

Steven B. Skinner, PT, MS, EdD
Christina Hurley, PT, MA

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-3811-2
Spiral • 193 Pages • © 2007

A helpful guide for physical therapist assistant 
students and practicing physical therapist assistants, 
Pocket Notes for the Physical Therapist Assistant 
provides quick, convenient access to information 
on normal values, assessment techniques, treatment 
suggestions, pharmacology, and pathology 
descriptions. 

Key Features
• Contains useful and easily retrievable data that 

supports clinical practice, including:
- Normal Values and Assessments
- Therapeutic Modalities
- Therapeutic Exercise
- Gait
- Pharmacology
- Common Pathologies
- Listing of Common Abbreviations

• An ideal clinical reference guide to aid student 
learning!

Excellent Reference Resources for PTAs



Choose Print or NEW Digital Format!
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Medical Terminology Basics
Programmed Instruction

Y. H. Hui, PhD 

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-6618-4
Spiral • 464 Pages • © 2010

 Instructor Resources:
    Test Bank, Additional Exercises
     with Answers

 Student Resources:
    Audio Pronunciation of Terms, Flashcards,   
    Crosswords, Quizzes, Matching Exercises,
    Interactive Glossary, and More

Medical Terminology Basics: Programmed 
Instruction is a straightforward text that utilizes 
a personalized instruction approach, encouraging 
students to learn medical terminology through 
a word-building block format that emphasizes 
retention through reinforcement. This indispensible 
resource is perfect for use in an educational setting 
or for self-paced study. Includes end-of-chapter 
practice exercises, as well as case histories for 
instructors use and alternative activities in order 
to mark student progress and reinforce mastery of 
content. Numerous additional interactive learning 
tools are available online for students
and instructors at:
http://healthprofessions.jbpub.com/medtermbasics

NAVIGATE LEARN:
Medical Terminology Basics
Interactive Programmed Instruction

Y. H. Hui, PhD

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-9400-2 • Online • © 2011

Medical Terminology Basics is now interactive 
with state-of-the-art technology!

NAVIGATE LEARN: Medical Terminology 
Basics, Interactive Programmed Instruction 
combines textbook content with additional 
interactive learning tools—all online! This 
dynamic digital platform allows instructors 
to manage student learning through a new 
web-based environment. NAVIGATE LEARN: 
Medical Terminology Basics, Interactive 
Programmed Instruction is a personalized 
instructional program for medical terminology 
designed to help students learn and retain 
information quickly. By moving through 
interactive blocks of content and completing 
drag-and-drop or fi ll-in-the- blank exercises, 
students will strengthen their knowledge of the 
material and successfully retain that knowledge 
well into their career. This innovative online 
program can either be instructor lead or used
as a self-taught prerequisite course. 

Instructor Lead Features Include:

• Assignment Management
• Online Submissions
• Automatic Grading
• Reporting Features to Monitor Progress

With NAVIGATE LEARN: Medical 
Terminology Basics, Interactive Programmed 
Instruction, Jones and Bartlett is making 
learning more personal, fl exible, accessible and 
effi cient than ever before.

Additional Resources for Health Professions Curriculum

NEW:
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Legal and Ethical Issues for 
Health Professionals
Second Edition

George D. Pozgar, MBA, CHE
Nina Santucci, JD
John W. Pinnella, MD, DDS 

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-6473-9
Paperback • 426 Pages • © 2010
Additional Format: CourseSmart
eText ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-7288-8

 Instructor Resources:
    Discussion Questions, Instructor’s Manual,
    PowerPoint Slides, Test Bank

Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals, 
Second Edition is the ideal resource for legal and 
ethical dilemmas facing healthcare professionals 
today. This text will help all health professions 
students prepare for the ethical issues they will 
experience on the job and teach them how to 
evaluate the right and wrong courses of action 
when faced with complicated legal problems. 
Through contemporary topics presented with 
a real-world perspective, readers will develop 
the critical thinking skills needed for the moral 
decisions they will encounter in the health care 
environment. The Second Edition now contains 
several new features, including real-life scenarios 
described in Case Studies, Reality Checks, and 
People Stories as well as Discussion Questions and 
a Chapter Review at the end of each chapter.

Additional Resources for Health Professions Curriculum

Request Your Complimentary Review Copies Via Web, Phone, or Mail the Attached Reply Card.

Patient Education in
Rehabilitation

Olga Dreeben, PhD, MPT, PT 

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-5544-7
Paperback • 474 Pages • © 2010

 Instructor Resources: PowerPoints

Patient Education in Rehabilitation applies 
patient education skills to the clinical rehabilitation 
process in a reader-friendly manner. It explores 
various teaching and learning theories and 
models of instruction as well as the ethical, legal, 
communicative, and cultural variables involved 
in patient education. This text will help readers 
understand that delivering information, education, 
and training in rehabilitation will promote 
and optimize clinical interventions, enhancing 
compliance, continuity of care, and patient 
satisfaction. Divided into fi ve sections—basic 
concepts; adherence and behavioral modifi cations; 
teaching and learning theories; legal and cultural 
variables; and examples in rehabilitation—this is 
the ideal text for all rehabilitation professionals.
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Gerontology for the Health 
Care Professional
Second Edition

Regula H. Robnett, PhD, OTR/L
Walter C. Chop, MS, RRT

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-5605-5
Paperback • 420 Pages • © 2010

 Instructor Resources:
    Discussion Questions, Instructor’s Manual, 
    PowerPoint Slides, Test Bank

Foundations in Patient 
Safety for Health 
Professionals

Kimberly A. Galt, RPh, PharmD, FASHP
Karen A. Paschal, PT, DPT, MS

ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-6338-1
Paperback • 262 Pages • © 2010

 Instructor Resources: Instructor’s Manual,
    PowerPoints
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